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WELCOME TO CHAPTER TWO 

Chapter One was initiated when we put forward the 2012 Case for Support; the culmination of the efforts 
of three partnering regional foundations with a similar goal in mind—to envision what it might look like 
and what it would take to formally join through an amalgamation of organizations.

It took nearly two years, along with countless conversations, but with the formal amalgamation steps 
complete as of July 18, we welcome you to Chapter Two.

We welcome you to the formal launch of the Christian School Foundation, a collaboration of 23 member 
schools who, through their respective regional foundations, believed it was better to work smarter together.

Was this a significant task?  Absolutely.  Was it worth it?  We certainly believe so, and we’re already 
realizing some of the benefits.  The writing of Chapter Two is well underway—and we give thanks to God 
for His leading throughout this detailed process.  

We now invite you to be part of writing the rest of the story. 

Together we need to help ensure our Christian schools are financially strong into the future. We need to 
ensure that Christian education is accessible to all families who genuinely desire to make this worthwhile 
investment in the lives of their children and grandchildren. We want to do this so that as a community 
our movement can make a contribution to the public good.

Together we can continue the legacy so many have already established over the past 60 years and help it to 
grow in the years and decades before us.  We believe that is has never been more important that we come 
together as a support community in this kingdom-building work.

In many ways the work is just beginning. Let’s get started on Chapter Three 

It is that important.

Michael VanPelt and Henry Koornneef    
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WORKING SMARTER TOGETHER:  
HOW A PROVINCE-WIDE MOVEMENT WAS BORN 

For decades, Christian schools in Ontario have effectively used short-term fundraisers to achieve 
balanced budgets and to minimize tuition increases. However, during the early to mid-1990s, several 
Christian school boards began exploring other ways to deliver stable, long-term funding.

Across Ontario, visionary school supporters and leaders began establishing foundations, or partnering with 
neighbouring schools to establish regional foundations. Between 1997 and 2001, three such Christian 
school foundations were started:  

• The Central Ontario Christian Education Foundation (COCEF), 
• The Foundation for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools (FNHCS), and
• The Grand River Advancement of Christian Education Foundation (G.R.A.C.E. Foundation).

The goals of each of these foundations were the same: 

• helping people use various forms of planned giving to create lasting support for Christian schools 
• assisting with the rising costs of Christian schooling by creating other methods for people to give 

to Christian schools
• gathering funds in the form of outright charitable gifts, bequests in wills and trusts, memorial 

gifts on behalf of loved ones, gifts of real estate, securities, life insurance, deposit agreements, and 
charitable annuities and using these gifts to support schools into the future. 

These foundations were effective in meeting their goals but supporters of the Christian school movement 
began wondering if there could be an even more powerful way to grow and strengthen their efforts.  
Discussions began in 2010 about the possibility of amalgamating the three existing foundations to 
create an Ontario-wide foundation. These ideas were formalized in 2011 at a roundtable that included  
representatives from all three, and soon thereafter a foundation steering committee was established.

The steering committee agreed that a larger foundation would be able to provide more extensive and 
efficient services than the three existing regional foundations on their own. 

Continued on page 4
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The new foundation would have strong funding infrastructure—due to its expertise in fundraising, 
governance, administration and reporting—that could be shared among all of the schools. It would be able 
to more proactively engage donors by offering more sophisticated products and services than the individual 
foundations were able to offer.  A larger foundation would also be able to further grow an extensive network 
of allied professionals (accountants, lawyers, financial and investment advisors). The new foundation would 
be protected from the potential financial instability of individual schools and the resulting stability would 
attract more donors.  

By early 2013, all three of the participating regional foundations had signed a memorandum of understanding, 
indicating their support for the process, with the goal of working towards a formal amalgamation agreement.  
In late 2013, the legal documents were drafted and Christian School Foundation (Canada) Inc. was chosen 
as the proposed name. 

The Christian School Foundation, which was constituted in July 2014, increases the capacity of donors’ 
efforts and adds more value to every gift. This is accomplished due to five main factors:

• Expertise: The Foundation’s sole focus is supporting Christian education and it knows how to 
make donors’ gifts achieve maximum impact.

• Versatility: The Christian School Foundation can help donors support one individual school, 
several different schools, specific funds, or the movement as a whole.

• Continuity: The Foundation will remain consistent with the purposes for which it was established, 
while accommodating the wishes of the donors.

• Economy: The Christian School Foundation will see all fees earned through administering Donor 
Advised Funds ultimately used to further Christian education.  The Foundation will also be able to 
administer funds more efficiently due to its larger size.

• Oversight: The Foundation will support each local school by providing mentoring and monitoring 
of every donation. 

The Christian School Foundation helps strengthen its member schools’ ties to their supporting communities. 
Thanks to the leadership of visionary founders and supporters, it is positioned to provide even better 
support for students and schools now and into the future.

The vision of the Christian School Foundation is to make Christian education excellent and accessible for 
everyone who desires this for their family. 

“How a Province-Wide Movement was Born” Continued from page 3
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WORKING SMARTER TOGETHER:  
THE BENEFITS OF A PROVINCIAL 
FOUNDATION

• Expertise in fundraising, governance, administration and 
reporting

• Sophisticated services, making it easy for anyone to donate
• Connections with hundreds of allied professionals: lawyers, 

accountants, financial planners
• Professional staff and professional offices
• Lower overall costs
• A strong board of directors accountable to member schools, 

with ambassadors in school communities
• Each member school will continue to have a general 

endowment in its name, along with one or more named 
funds and a registered foundation business name to mirror 
their school name.

WHY THE FOUNDATION MATTERS TO US:  
A LETTER FROM TWO OF OUR DONORS

Dear Christian school supporters,  

As a province-wide Christian community, we must reduce tuition 
in order to maintain sustainable Christian education. We believe 
the Foundation is a natural next step in facilitating donors who 
are committed to this cause. It is a well-developed, professional 
organization which will continue to develop in scope. 

Our current support and commitment, along with a small group 
of other donors, is to offset the majority of the foundation’s 
operational costs for the next five years. While not very exciting in 
terms of direct impact with families, we know that this is a crucial 
part of the success of the Foundation. We are supporting this aspect 
because we trust it will help to initiate a great organization with so 
much potential to bless many. 

We are excited to envision many others joining this cause: tuition 
remaining accessible and children being blessed by an education 
that leads them to know and serve God with and through what 
they learn. 

Arlene and Fred Bennink
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MEMBER SCHOOLS

Beacon Christian School, St. Catharines

Belleville Christian School

Brantford Christian School

Calvin Christian School, Hamilton

Cambridge Christian School

Community Christian School, Drayton

Dunnville Christian School

Durham Christian High School, Bowmanville

Guelph Community Christian School

Hamilton District Christian High

Heritage Christian School, Lindsay

Immanuel Christian School, Oshawa

Jarvis Community Christian School

Knox Christian School, Bowmanville

Laurentian Hills Christian School, Kitchener

Listowel Christian School

Niagara Association for Christian Education

Covenant Christian School, Smithville

John Knox Christian School, Fruitland

Providence Christian School, Dundas

Quinte Christian High School, Belleville

Smithville Christian High School

Trenton Christian School 

Trinity Christian School, Burlington

Woodland Christian High School, Breslau
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Michael Van Pelt, Acting President and CEO

Michael Van Pelt is the President and CEO of Cardus, a leading Canadian public policy think tank. 
Van Pelt understands the Christian school movement and the frontline challenges of Christian 
schools. He is also an expert in fund development. As Acting President and CEO, Michael’s tasks 
are to build a secure organizational platform and to find a permanent President and CEO.

Henry Koornneef, Executive Vice President

Henry Koornneef has been serving the Christian school foundation movement since 2001 when 
he was appointed Executive Director of the foundation effort localized in Niagara. Henry is a 
fully qualified Certified Financial Planner® with a developed expertise in gift and estate planning 
and has helped many school supporters achieve their charitable estate planning objectives. Henry 
also understands the uniqueness of the foundation/member school working relationship and 
continually strives to maximize the potential outcomes of these relationships. Henry’s goal is an 
organization that is clearly donor-focused.

Meghan Van Pelt, Administrative Assistant

Meghan Van Pelt attended Redeemer University College in Hamilton Ontario, where she graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts in history and political science and was the first recipient of the Justin Cooper Political Science Scholarship.  She 
has worked in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer focusing on the Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. Meghan 
introduced her research on Mason at the 2012 Childlight USA conference and was a contributing author to Essays 
on the Life and Work of Charlotte Mason. Van Pelt recently completed the Laurentian Leadership Centre program in 
Ottawa with an internship at the Canadian War Museum.

Marlene Bergsma, Communications Coordinator 
Marlene Bergsma has been a supporter of Christian education since her first child enrolled in 1996. Since then, she 
has served in a variety of volunteer and paid positions at several Christian schools, helping them effectively tell their 
stories of kingdom impact. She is also an award-winning journalist, having worked for more than 25 years at a daily 
newspaper in Southern Ontario. Marlene is a committed church member and volunteer. 

Bill van Staalduinen, Special Projects Advisor

Bill van Staalduinen is an active supporter and promoter of Christian education in Ontario. After 31 years in the 
Canadian Foreign Service, including posts in Denmark, the Philippines, Germany, India and as the Canadian 
Consulate General in Chicago, Bill took his expertise to Redeemer University College where he worked for 15 years. 

STAFF
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A Hamilton high school student with a passion for missions is 
answering God’s call in her life with the help of the Christian 
School Foundation.

Kathryn Van Wyngaarden, who graduated in June 2014 from 
Hamilton District Christian High School, has already participated 
in three short-term missions trips, and plans to devote her life to 
teaching children—most likely internationally.

Van Wyngaarden first heard God’s call to serve in March 2012, 
on a trip to Haiti with other students from her school.

In the summer of 2012, as she prepared for her second short-
term trip—this time as part of the Books In Hands program in 
Swaziland—tragedy struck.

Her close friend, Kenton Van Pelt, who was helping her fundraise 
for the trip, drowned in a swimming accident.

“He and I were really close friends in Grades 9 and 10,” recalls 
Van Wyngaarden. “We went on the school’s mission trip to Haiti 
together and we could all see he had a real passion for missions.”

After his death, Van Pelt’s family drew on his passion for 
missions and used the Christian School Foundation to establish a 
scholarship in his name.

The $750 Kenton Van Pelt Memorial Scholarship is available 
to students enrolled at Hamilton District Christian High who 
are going on short-term mission trips, said Meghan Van Pelt, 
Kenton’s older sister, who is currently serving as the administrative 
assistant for the foundation. Four scholarships are made available 
each year.

“To apply, students tell us about the trip they are planning to 
take, what they are going to do and why they are going,” she said. 
“We look for people who are excited to serve and learn.”

Van Wyngaarden applied for the Kenton Van Pelt Memorial 
Scholarship as she prepared for her second trip to Swaziland.

Choosing Van Wyngaarden was easy, said Meghan Van Pelt. “She 

FOUNDATION INVESTS IN THE KINGDOM 
BY INVESTING IN STUDENT MISSIONS
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felt really strongly about her call to go to Swaziland and she had 
a very open mind about what she was going to learn. Kenton 
and Kathryn were really good friends and Kenton would have 
been really excited for her to go back to Swaziland.”

Van Wyngaarden said the ministry of Books in Hands is simple 
but powerful.

Team members conduct book drives in the months before they 
leave, collecting children’s story books and educational books 
for schools in Swaziland. They also raise funds to ship the books 
and for their own travel costs.

In Swaziland, team members participate in HIV/AIDS 
awareness, treatment and prevention programs; they help lead 
Vacation Bible School programs, sort and distribute books, 
paint classrooms and interact with students and teachers.

Van Wyngaarden sees the Kenton Van Pelt Memorial Scholarship 
as another example of God being at work in her life. Trying to 
raise the $3,500 for each of the two trips to Swaziland put a dent 
in her efforts to save money for her post-secondary education.

“The first time I went to Swaziland, I was about $800 short and 
I had to pay that out of my own bank account,” she recalled. 
“This time I was about $800 short again but the scholarship 
almost exactly filled the need.”

Van Wyngaarden is grateful for the scholarship and for the 
knowledge that other people are participating in the kingdom 
by investing in young people — students like her and students 
in Swaziland.

“By bringing books and education funds to Swaziland, we can 
better the future of the nation,” she said. “Giving young people 
resources for education will help them succeed and break the 
cycle of poverty. At school, they are educated about AIDS 
prevention and other healthy habits.”

Van Wyngaarden has been profoundly affected by her 
experiences, and hopes many other Christian school students 
get opportunities to travel and learn as she has.

In Swaziland, God’s calling on her life was affirmed, as people 

The Value of Short-Term 
Missions

“A few months before Kenton’s passing, 
he experienced a trip that would change 
his life. Kenton participated in a mission 
trip to Haiti where he discovered a 
sense of purpose, a sense of faith and 
most of all a sense of himself.” 

— Joseph McCreight,  
cousin of Kenton Van Pelt 

Continued on page 10
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Photos: Left, Kathryn Van Wyngaarden in 
Swaziland and below, Kenton Van Pelt in 
Haiti.
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Create a Legacy

Technology, the arts, music, health care, education, missions: 
What matters to the kingdom of God? What matters to you? 
You can create a legacy for a person or cause important to 
you.

It’s not hard to create a lasting legacy in the name of 
someone—either still alive or in memoriam, said Henry 
Koornneef, executive vice-president. The Christian School 
Foundation can also help you create a scholarship or 
endowment to support a cause or address a specific need.

Many foundation donors ask that their gifts be used as 
they are needed at the discretion of Christian schools, but 
others direct that gifts be used to support tuition bursaries, 
Koornneef said.

Still others, such as the Van Pelt family or the Bottinga family, 
establish a scholarship as a way of paying tribute to a loved one.

And there are others who choose to direct their gifts to meet 
a certain need. In January 2004, a supporter of Smithville 
Christian High School created a computer technology fund in 
the school’s name to ensure the school would always have a 
pool of funds to meet students’ ever-changing technological 
needs.

Starting a scholarship or endowment is not complicated and 
does not have to be expensive, Koornneef said. The important 
thing is to start the discussion.

To find out more how you can leave a legacy for Christian 
education or kingdom service, contact Henry Koornneef at 
hkoornneef@christianschoolfoundation.ca or 1.877.340.9555.

watched her in action and told  her how 
effective she was.

“I felt like I was in the right place, when 
people are saying ‘you should be a teacher, 
you are good at this.’ It was me looking at 
God and saying, ‘Okay I trust you, I get 
what you are saying.’

“For youth who are trying to find the 
place where God has called them, going 
on a short-term or long-term missions 
trip opens your eyes,” she said. “It gives 
you perspective on things and you learn 
how to trust God.”

“Investing in Student Missions” continued 
from page 9

Other recipients of the  
Kenton Van Pelt Memorial 
Scholarship

TEGAN VAN DER MARK
Haiti, March 2014, Mission of Hope

ADAM NEVEN
Honduras, March 2014, World Renew and 
Calvary Christian Reformed Church

JESSIE NEVEN
Honduras, March 2014, World Renew and 
Calvary Christian Reformed Church

Photo: Right, Kathryn Van Wyngaarden in 
Swaziland.
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The creation of the Christian School Foundation is good news for schools, said Fred Spoelstra (pictured centre 
below), principal at Durham Christian High School in Bowmanville, one of the foundation’s member schools.

“I am excited about this foundation,” Spoelstra said, describing “a window of opportunity” in the communities 
that have both established and been blessed by Christian education.

Spoelstra said he is delighted by the prospect of “coordinated effort and a professional presence” the foundation 
will mean for the schools it serves. He is also pleased with the quality of leadership represented by the foundation’s 
board of directors. He described board members he knows as “sharp as tacks, absolutely amazing, insightful, 
passionate, and knowledgeable.”

But according to Spoelstra, that doesn’t absolve schools of responsibility to get the message out and engage 
local stakeholders. “It’s incumbent on each community to have known and trusted individuals who will initiate 
conversations” about planned giving,  he said.

Spoelstra’s school was formerly a member of COCEF (Central Ontario Christian Education Foundation) and it 
is currently using its annual endowment proceeds of about $20,000 in its operating budget.

He is excited about the prospect of creating awareness about the foundation’s ability to increase the blessings to 
local schools. “I see this as a really good step, but we need to start stirring things up, have us looking much more 
actively at the things that happen at the local level,” he said. “Quite frankly, without local level activity not much 
is going to change.”

To find out more about how you can get involved at the local level in your community, contact the Foundation 
office at office@christianschoolfoundation.ca.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL PRINCIPAL WELCOMES EXPANDED FOUNDATION
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BENEFACTOR DETERMINED TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE

A Niagara Falls woman has left a significant portion of her estate to the 
Christian School Foundation because of her desire to shape the future and 
because of her personal relationship with key foundation supporters.

Isabel Adams, a widow who died at age 93 in June 2013, didn’t have any 
children of her own, said Don Nelson, a former board member of the 
Foundation for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools, who worked 
with Adams to implement her wishes.

But as her long-time financial advisor, Nelson also knew that Adams was 
philanthropic and she had spent decades of her life and thousands of dollars 
supporting dozens of causes that benefited youth.  

“She had a heart for helping students and for education,” Nelson said. For 
many years Adams was a generous annual contributor to the FNHCS and to 
many other youth-oriented causes.

So when it came time to discuss her long-term goals, Adams made it clear she wanted her estate to support 
Christian schools.

“She said ‘If there is hope for society it’s if more kids go to Christian schools,’”  recalls Henry Koornneef, the 
foundation’s executive vice-president, who met with Adams on several occasions. “‘We need more leaders 
that come out of the Christian school system.’”

The resulting Adams-Nelson Fund will provide numerous awards for students who need it, Nelson said.

“It will be used to help families who need it the most,” Koornneef agreed, “especially those for whom 
Christian elementary or secondary education is a new experience.”

Adams’ generous bequest highlights the importance of making sure the foundation is donor-focused, 
Koornneef said, and of establishing good connections with the lawyers, accountants and financial advisors 
who are helping to create and implement individuals’ and families’ estate plans.

The foundation can’t be involved in every planning conversation, but it can educate lawyers, accountants 
and financial planners, and it can encourage those who love Christian education to have those conversations 
too, Koornneef said. In the end, the more people talk, the more Christian schools will be blessed.

“None of the schools knew Isabel,” Koornneef said, as was her request. “Her relationship was with the 
foundation  and through a professional advisor who listened to his client when she said she wanted to make 
a difference in the big picture of things.”
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FOUNDATION FINANCIALS

The Christian School Foundation offers many giving options. As of amalgamation, the Christian School 
Foundation has over 40 different accounts established.  While donations to the Foundation are pooled 
for investments, contributions are not simply dumped into one big pot that is shared by all. Donors can 
designate their gifts to one or more of the existing accounts or even create a new fund. Every member school 
has, at minimum, a general endowment, but most also have a number of accounts held in their names, from 
bursary to computer technology funds to special purpose funds. There are multiple ways in which we can 
help our supporters designate their gifts—to a single school, to several schools, to specific educational areas, 
or in support of the entire Christian school movement.

The three regional foundations each had a valued partnership with Christian Stewardship Services that 
the Christian School Foundation is excited to continue. In addition to our partnership with Christian 
Stewardship Services, an increasing amount of estate planning is taking place directly and with the assistance 
of lawyers and various professional advisors. The Foundation is always happy to work with advisors, either 
to join actively in the planning, or to provide resources and information. 

There is a saying that for every deferred gift known, that there could be two or three that we’re not aware 
of. In fact, in late July the Foundation received a $67,200 cheque in the mail, the proceeds of a planned gift 
established many years prior under an earlier foundation name and unknown to us until now. 

We fully respect the wishes of some supporters to retain the details relating to their estate planning and 
planned giving as privileged information. That said, when supporters share their intentions and deferred 
giving plans with us, we respect this confidence in us to the utmost and commit to the highest degree of 
confidentiality and respect for privacy. Sharing information in confidence also assist us in understanding 
and evaluating the  effectiveness of our efforts together with that of our partners. 

For more information on how the Foundation can assist with estate planning please contact the foundation 
office at 905-769-0789 or 1-877-340-9555 or visit our website at www.christianschoolfoundation.ca.

Please see the following pages for a breakdown of previous foundation financials.
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FOUNDATION FINANCIALS (continued)

These bar graphs depict the financial status of the three original foundations at the time of amalgamation. 
As the three foundations are integrated, future financial data will also be integrated.
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FNHCS - Foundation for Niagara & Hamilton area Christian Schools
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*per planned giving work done by Christian Stewardship Services

** per planned giving work done by Christian Stewardship Services in addition to work done directly by 
Foundation staff and its network of professional advisors
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